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Dear	everyone,	
In	 the	 Newsletter	 dated	 29th	 January	 2022,	 Ms	 Charlene	 Farrell	 wrote	 about	 Middle	 School	
students:	When	11	or	12-year-olds	have	the	ability	to	express	disdain	for	the	way	things	happen	in	
the	world	and	when	they	can	 speak	up	 for	 themselves,	 sometimes	commenting	on	things	 that	even	
most	 adults	 find	 difficult	 to	 discuss,	 we	 know	 that	 this	 lot	 is	 on	 the	 right	 path	 to	 establishing	
themselves	as	confident	and	articulate	young	people….I	am	happy	to	state	that,	 to	me,	 it	seems	like	
discrimination	faced	due	to	gender	may	just	be	a	thing	of	the	past	when	our	students	rule	the	world.		

Today	 is	 the	 14th	 of	 February.	 As	 I	 write	 this,	 thousands	 of	 people	 in	 Goa	 will	 exercise	 their	
franchise	and	vote	for	leaders	of	their	choice.	Different	states	have	been	to	the	polls	already	or	will	
do	in	the	weeks	ahead.		
I	 wondered	 at	 the	 choices	we	 have	 in	 this	 unwieldy	 democracy.	 How	 can	we	 avoid	 democracy	
being	subverted	into	a	system	where	a	vast	percentage	get	less	than	what	they	deserve?	How	can	
our	students	ensure	in	the	years	to	come	that	democracy	will	indeed	be	for	the	people	–	and	for	all	
the	people	regardless	of	caste,	colour,	creed	and	economic	status.		
In	his	annual	message	 to	Congress	on	 January	6,	1941,	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	 spoke	of	
four	essential	human	freedoms:	 freedom	of	speech,		 freedom	of	religion,	freedom	from	want	and	
freedom	from	fear.	Cannot	these	be	the	hallmarks	of	any	democracy,	starting	with	ours?		
But	how	do	we	safeguard	democracy	and	ensure	that	its	processes	and	its	ends	fulfil	the	purposes	
for	which	the	very	institution	of	democracy	was	designed?	Is	not	democracy	everyone’s	baby	and,	
so,	 needs	 to	 be	 cared	 for	 and	 protected	 by	 all	 of	 us?	 Do	 not	 many	 think,	 believe	 that	 their	
responsibility	ended	with	voting	in	elections?	Should	all	citizens	not	be	called	upon	to	hold	their	
elected	leaders	to	account	by	asking	questions	of	them	and	ensuring	that	solidarity	is	maintained	
among	the	polity?		

I	am	not	cynical	about	democracy;	for	me,	it	is	the	best	form	of	government,	warts	and	all.	The	test	
for	 us	 parents	 and	 teachers	 is	 to	 mould	 our	 children	 such	 that	 they	 are	 worthy	 citizens	 of	 a	
democratic	world:	they	understand	the	need	for	rules	and	regulations	and	follow	them	while	being	
satisfied	with	the	justification	for	them;	they	learn	to	question	what	does	not	seem	right	to	them;	
they	develop	an	empathy	and	compassion	for	all	who	don’t	have	 the	same	rights	and	privileges	
that	they	do	–	and	then	become	their	voice!	They	realise	that	democracy	accommodates	pluralism	
and	differences	and	that	there	can	be	a	unity	in	all	the	diversity	if	we	demonstrate	true	leadership	
(rather	 than	 insist	on	a	certain	unity	of	 thought	and	action	and	 then	condescend	 to	have	a	 little	
diversity	therein).			
The	 Cambridge	 syllabus	 and	 our	 Founders’	 philosophy	 lend	 themselves	 to	 the	 nurture	 of	 such	
citizens.	But	parents	and	school	must	work	together	for	the	hope	and	promise	(and	guarantee?)	of	
a	bright	future.	The	hope	and	optimism	of	the	Ms	Farrells	of	our	country	must	become	reality.	

Warm	regards,	
C	P	Joseph	
PRINCIPAL		
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PRIMARY	UPDATES	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

I. HINDI	
	Grade	3			
Reading	 is	 essential	 to	 improve	 focus,	 memory	
and	 communication	 skills.	 Our	Grade	 3	 learners	
actively	participated	in	various	reading	activities.	
They	also	diligently	engaged	 in	a	Show	and	
Tell	session	revolving	around	the	kitchen!	
Students	 showed	 various	 vegetables	 in	
class	which	they	liked.	Over	the	week	they	
also	learned	how	to	write	a	letter	(Patr).	
	
Grade	4	
Conversational-Activity-based	 learning	
plays	 an	 important	 role	 in	 teaching	 the	
learners	 to	 collaborate,	 communicate,	
interact	and	work	in	a	team.	Young	Grade	
4	Chefs	prepared	some	recipes	and	explained	the	preparation	process	to	their	classmates.	
They	also	understood	how	to	write	a	letter	in	Hindi.	
	
Grade	5		
Puppets	allow	children	to	engage	in	imaginative	play	that	helped	them	absorb	new	ideas	
and	 verbalise	 their	 imaginative	 story	 lines.	 Grade	 5	 learners	 presented	 several	 stories	
using	puppets	and	improvising	on	their	language	and	communication	skills.	
	
II. FRENCH	

	Grade	3		
The	learners	developed	their	grammatical	skills	while	grasping	the	concepts	and	rules	of	
adjectives	 as	 well	 as	 singular	 and	 plural	 in	 French.	 They	 enjoyed	 changing	 singular	
sentences	 into	 plural	 and	 also	 describing	 others	 applying	 the	 adjectives	 learnt.	 Their	
memory	skills	were	also	enhanced	while	they	revised	the	definite	and	indefinite	articles.	
	
Grade	4			
The	learners	enjoyed	learning	about	the	time	in	French.	They	have	also	practised	talking	
about	time	using	different	time	zones.	They	did	a	great	job	by	answering	promptly	while	
they	were	assessed	on	their	speaking	and	reading	skills.	
	
Grade	5			
Taking	it	forward	with	description	of	people,	the	French	learners	of	Grade	5	were	able	to	
describe	 their	 peers	 and	 friends.	 They	 also	 looked	 at	 different	 images	 online	 and	were	
able	to	comprehensively	describe	the	person,	physically	and	psychologically.		
Learners	also	worked	with	previously	learnt	vocabulary	such	as	family	and	were	able	to	
talk	about	their	family	members	where	they	made	a	small	written	project	and	described	
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the	members	of	their	family.	
	

	
III. CIRCLE	TIME	

Grade	3	
Role	 models	 are	 plenty	 but	
the	 representation	 that	
women	receive	world	over	is	
below	 average.	 Not	 at	 The	
Gera	 School!	 Our	 Grade	 3	
learners	 put	 in	 tremendous	
effort	 to	 research	 and	
present	 on	 the	 women	 that	
inspired	 them!	 Some	 spoke	
about	 women	 from	 around	 the	 world	 and	 others	 about	 women	 in	 their	 lives.	 It	 is	
important	 to	note	how	 the	 small	 things	we	do	 impact	and	 inspire	 them	 to	 strive	 for	
more.	Food	for	thought	for	all	of	us	adults.	
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Grade	4:	
A	discussion	on	 the	empowerment	of	women	has	 led	 to	a	whole	 lot	of	 research	and	
reflection.	 As	 learners	 went	 about	 researching	 various	 inspirational	 women,	 they	
realised	that	anything	a	man	can	do,	a	woman	can	do	too.	From	sports	to	business	and	
literature,	women	play	a	big	role.	Some	even	went	so	far	as	to	speak	about	women	in	
their	lives	who	have	and	continue	to	inspire	them.		

	

Grade	5:	
Communication	skills	and	empowerment	were	focused	on	in	grade	5.	As	they	stepped	
forward	with	 their	 presentations	on	women	who	 inspire	 them,	 they	wowed	us	with	
their	conviction.	As	they	spoke	about	what	 inspirational	women	can	do,	 they	noticed	
how	 they	 could	 find	 female	 representatives	 in	 any	 field	 they	 looked.	 One	 learner	
mentioned	how	unfair	it	was	that	the	media	doesn’t	celebrate	the	accomplishments	of	
many	women.		

	
IV. P.E.	

Grade	3	to	5	learners	are	engaged	in	activities	
to	 further	 develop	 their	 fitness	 components.	
They	 have	 been	 also	 engaged	 in	 bilateral	
coordination	activities.	Bilateral	coordination	is	
the	ability	 to	 use	 both	 sides	 of	 the	 body	
together	in	a	coordinated	way.	It	is	also	known	
as	bilateral	integration.	It	is	important	because	
so	many	movements	and	actions	require	the	use	of	both	sides	of	our	body	in	order	to	
perform	everyday	tasks	including	walking,	cutting,	catching	balls,	and	playing!	
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V. DANCE	
Grades	 3,	 4	 and	 5	 are	 still	 learning	
choreography	 to	 the	 song,	 ‘Uptown	
Funk’	by	Bruno	Mars	and	while	Grade	
3	are	polishing	up	 the	moves	 to	make	
the	choreography	look	smooth	by	dancing	with	attitude,	Grades	4	and	5	are	still	in	the	
process	of	finishing	the	entire	choreography.	

	
VI. MUSIC	

The	 learners	 of	Grades	3,	 4	and	5	were	 introduced	 to	
notes	and	their	values	(music	theory)	and	reading	of	the	
notes	of	‘Twinkle,	twinkle,	little	star’.	

	
VII. I.C.T	

Learners	of	Grade	3	 learnt	about	the	different	ways	of	communication	and	were	able	to	
explain	which	means	are	more	reliable,	quick	and	easy	to	use.	They	were	also	introduced	
to	emails,	and	were	shown	how	an	email	looks	like. Learners	further	learnt	the	parts	of	an	
email,	and	were	shown	how	to	compose	and	write	emails.	They	were	taken	through	the	
toolbar,	 while	 they	 simultaneously	 explored	 the	 various	 tools	 available	 to	 edit	 their	
emails.	They	were	shown	where	the	new	emails	appear	(Inbox),	and	learnt	how	to	open	
an	email.	Learner	were	also	able	to	reply	to	emails,	and	send	forwards.	They	later	learnt	
the	concept	of	attachments	wherein	they	saw	the	different	types	of	attachments	available,	
the	two	methods	to	add	attachments,	and	were	able	to	add	attachments	by	themselves.	
Learners	of	Grade	4	were	assigned	a	team	web	challenge	to	create	fact	sheets	on	big	cats,	
using	all	the	skills	they	learnt	in	this	lesson.		
Learners	of	Grade	5	learnt	the	difference	between	data	and	information,	and	were	able	to	
explain	what	a	data	table	is.	They	were	able	to	store	data	in	a	structured	table,	and	format	
their	spreadsheet	as	a	data	table.	
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VIII. ART	
	

Grade	 3	 learners	
have	been	creating	decorative	pieces	
of	 art	 taking	 inspiration	 from	 the	
artist	 Gustav	 Klimt.	 They	 created	
abstract	 pictures	 as	 well	 as	 more	
realistic	 flower	 drawings.	 The	
learners	 are	 applying	 learnt	 styles	
and	 techniques	 of	 art	 into	 their	
creations.	

Grade	4	learners	created	visually	appealing	underwater	scenes	in	different	styles.	Some	of	
the	works	 are	 filled	with	washes	of	 colour	 and	 free	 flowing	 forms	while	 others	 include	
more	defined	and	exact	shapes,	depicting	patterns	in	nature.	The	learner’s	work	displays	
their	confident	strokes	and	a	fine	understanding	of	visual	composition.	
Grade	5	

Colour	and	Tone	(Kadinsky’s	experiment)	

Wassily	Kandinsky’s	followers	of	the	class	learnt	and	tried	their	hands	on	experimenting	
like	the	said	artist.	The	learners	were	taught	how	expermenting	with	colours	is	the	most	
important	 skill	 to	 learn	 art	 best.	 The	motive	was	 to	 use	 colours	 based	 on	 the	 emotion	
learners	felt	to	create	the	experimental	masterpiece.	
	

IX. DRAMA 
The	past	few	weeks	were	all	about	MIME,	as	the	learners	learnt	various	aspects	of	it	such	
as	 No	 Talking,	 which	 is	 what	 Jerwyn	 is	 contemplating.	 Use	 of	 hand	 and	 body,	 as	 ably	
demonstrated	by	Vruddhi	and	facial	expressions,	which	shows	totally	on	Vihaan’s	visage. 
But	you	know	you	are	doing	something	that	the	children	like,	when	you	see	Kiara	logging	
in	from	her	car!	
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NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	
GRADE	3		
English	
When	 reading	 is	 an	 enjoyable	 part	 of	 everyday	 life,	 children	 will	 develop	 a	 positive	
attitude	 for	reading.	Learners	enjoyed	reading	different	 fables	and	 looked	at	different	
version	 of	 the	 same	 fable.	 For	 example-	 The	 Ant	 And	 The	 Grasshopper.	 In	 reading	
different	 versions,	 they	 were	 able	 to	 identify	 how	 an	 author	 uses	 vocabulary	 and	
introduces	his	story.	In	term	three,	learners	have	been	found	reading	effortlessly	with	
intonation.		They	are	now	able	to	identify	the	theme	or	moral	of	a	given	story,	as	well	as	
explain	their	point	of	view	about	the	characters	in	the	story.	

Mathematics	
	“Life	 is	 like	 Geometry,	 you	 can	
never	 assume	 anything	 is	 true	
unless	you	can	prove	it.”	Learners	
were	 quizzed	 on,	 “Is	 a	 square	 a	
rectangle?	 –	 Explain.”	 We	 have	
been	 working	 with	 geometric	 shapes	 and	 learners	 were	 able	 to	 create	 their	 own	
Tangram	puzzles,	tessellations	of	shapes	and	explain	the	term	tessellate.		Learners	are	
now	 looking	 at	 things	 around	 them	 and	 are	 able	 to	 name	 a	 polygon	 and	 state	 its	
properties.		Learners	used	an	online	site	to	manoeuvre	3D	shapes	to	explore	their	nets.			
Science	
Is	it	safe	to	handle	electrical	appliances	with	wet	hands?	Is	it	safe	to	dry	your	hair	with	a	
hair	dryer	in	a	wet	bathroom?	How	do	we	handle	electricity	at	home	which	is	coming	
from	our	Mains	 supply?	 In	 order	 to	do	 this	 safely,	we	 need	 to	 follow	some	 electrical	
safety	rules.	Learners	of	grade	3	made	beautiful	posters	on	how	to	use	electricity	safely	
and	presented	them	to	the	class.	Some	learners	also	made	Power	Point	presentations.		
After	 learning	about	electricity	and	circuits,	 learners	of	grade	3	were	really	excited	to	
learn	 all	 about	 magnets	 for	 the	 topic	 electricity	 and	 magnetism.	 	 Most	 of	 them	 had	
magnets	at	home	which	 they	brought	 to	show	 the	 class,	 exploring	 their	properties	of	
attraction	 and	 repulsion.	They	 learned	 that	 all	magnets	have	 a	 north	 and	south	 pole.	
Magnetic	poles	are	the	strongest	parts	of	a	magnet.	North	and	South	poles	of	magnets	
attract	each	other,	and	similar	poles	repel	each	other.		



TGS	Newsletter	12th	February	2022	(Grade	3	–	Grade	9)	 Page	8	

		

	
	

	
	

	

	
	

	
	

	

	
	

	
Global	Perspectives		

Grade	3	continues	with	their	topic	‘People-Young	and	Old’.	We’ve	been	learning	about	
how	people	age	and	came	across	something	interesting:	Our	cells	make	mistakes	when	
they	multiply	 and	 this	 leads	 to	 signs	 of	 old	 age	 like	 grey	 hair	 and	wrinkles!	We	 also	
compared	 the	 differences	 between	 young	 and	 old	 people	 and	 tried	 to	 analyse	
differences	 in	diets	 relating	 it	 to	what	we	 learnt	about	keeping	healthy	 last	year.	We	
also	learnt	that	food	intolerance	like	lactose	or	lentils	can	increase	as	you	get	older.	We	
also	watched	a	video	about	people	who	live	on	an	archipelago	in	Japan	called	Okinawa,	
which	is	where	the	world’s	longest	living	people	live.	A	lot	of	time	has	also	been	spent	
working	 on	 Spell	 Bee	 practice	 and	 Logiqids	Worksheets	 to	maximise	 our	 vocabulary	
and	brain	power.	

	
GRADE	4		
English		
In	 the	Grade	 4	 English	 class,	we	 continued	with	 our	 unit	 on	 ‘Share	 your	 views.’	 The	
learners	were	given	a	template	to	guide	them	to	write	a	film	review	of	their	own	on	a	
film	of	 their	choice.	Learners	also	made	progress	 in	 the	group	activity	of	designing	a	
product	 and	 an	 advertisement	 of	 the	 same.	 We	 then	 moved	 onto	 the	 aspects	 of	
language	that	add	a	persuasive	tone.	We	delved	deeper	into	adjectives	and	the	various	
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degrees	 of	 comparison.	 We	 often	 use	 comparisons	 in	 our	 daily	 life.	 Learners	 were	
introduced	 to	 how	 it	 can	 be	 used	 to	 persuade.	 Learners	 will	 make	 a	 short	 oral	
presentation,	expressing	a	personal	opinion	using	persuasive	language.	

Math	
The	 famous	 German	 astronomer	 Johannes	 Kepler	 once	 said,	 “Geometry	 is	 the	
archetype	 of	 the	 beauty	 of	 the	 world.”	 The	 learners	 are	 delving	 into	 the	 world	 of	
geometry	through	topics	like	angles,	 triangles,	area	and	perimeter.	They	drew	angles	
and	 triangles	 of	 different	 measures	 and	 made	 estimates	 of	 these.	 They	 explored	
compound	 shapes	 to	 calculate	 area	 and	 perimeter.	 	 They	 will	 be	 making	 a	 live	
presentation	on	Geometry	and	the	real	world.            	

 Science	
Aristotle	had	once	famously	said,	“The	senses	are	gateways	to	the	intelligence.	There	is	
nothing	 in	 the	 intelligence	 which	 did	 not	 first	 pass	 through	 the	 senses.”	 Grades	 4	
wrapped	up	the	unit	on	how	we	see	things	and	are	now	exploring	how	we	hear	sound	
and	where	sound	comes	from.	They	investigated	how	sounds	are	made	from	vibrating	
sources,	observed	sounds	made	by	plucking	the	strings	of	the	ukulele	and	guitar.	They	
used	the	online	tone	generator	and	the	volume	and	pitch	generator	to	check	the	effect	
of	pitch	and	volume	on	sound	waves.	They	investigated	sound	through	an	activity	with	
a	glass	 jar,	 rice	grains,	 a	metal	baking	 tray,	wooden	spoon	and	pencil	 and	concluded	
that	sound	travels	through	vibration.	

	
Global	
Perspectives		
Grade	 4	 has	 been	
working	 very	 hard	
to	make	a	list	of	all	
the	 things	 one	
would	 require	
while	 moving	 to	
another	 country.	
We	 came	 up	 with	
items	 that	 would	 be	 important	 and	
created	 a	 checklist	 that	 would	 be	 helpful	 to	
use	 before	 you	 travel.	 After	 this,	we	worked	
together	to	make	another	list	to	see	what	we	
would	require	when	we	would	have	reached	
our	 destination.	 This	 list	 was	 different	
because	 we	 would	 now	 have	 to	 adapt	 to	 a	
new	 place.	 We	 also	 learnt	 about	 the	
difference	 between	 visas	 and	 passports	 and	
what	a	powerful	passport	is.	
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GRADE	5	
	English		
Before	 we	 wrapped	 up	 with	 our	 sci-fi	
unit,	we	delved	into	a	bit	of	grammar.	We	
revised	the	topic	of	clauses-	main	clause	
and	 subordinate	 clause	 and	 how	 they	
create	 complex	 sentences.	 Then,	 we	
moved	 into	 conditional	 sentences.	 The	
purpose	 of	 learning	 any	 grammar	
concept	is	to	eventually	incorporate	it	in	writing.	The	learners	were	introduced	to	how	
conditional	 sentences	 help	 to	 build	 suspense.	They	will	 then	 bring	 together	 all	 their	
learning	in	this	unit	by	writing	a	sci-fi	story.		

Math	
Have	you	ever	taken	a	photograph	and	liked	it	so	much	that	you	wanted	to	put	a	bigger	
copy	on	your	wall	or	a	smaller	copy	to	stick	in	a	notebook?	In	Math	these	smaller	and	
larger	 versions	 are	 enlargements.	 The	 lengths	 of	 lines	 in	 the	 photo	 and	 the	
enlargement	are	 in	proportion	and	all	 the	angles	 stay	 the	 same.	Learners	of	 grade	5	
learned	 all	 about	 proportion	 and	 how	 to	 work	 out	 problems	 on	 direct	 proportion	
which	 was	 an	 extension	 of	 the	 topic	 ratio	 and	 proportion.	 They	 learned	 how	 to	
construct	circles	accurately	using	a	compass.	They	also	learned	the	names	of	the	parts	
of	a	circle	like	radius,	centre,	circumference	and	diameter.	
Science	

Lenses	 are	 used	 in	 various	 imaging	 devices	 like	 telescopes,	 binoculars	 and	 cameras.	
They	are	also	used	as	visual	aids	in	glasses	to	correct	defects	of	eyesight.	Learners	of	
Grade	5	undertook	some	research	to	find	out	and	present	to	the	class	how	lenses	are	
used	in	different	optical	instruments	like	telescopes,	microscopes,	binoculars	etc.	Most	
of	them	made	power	point	presentations	on	their	research	and	took	great	pleasure	in	
sharing	their	knowledge	with	the	whole	class.	
After	 this	we	had	a	quiz	on	the	solar	system	to	recall	what	 they	had	already	 learned	
about	the	planets	in	our	solar	system,	and	then	went	on	to	learning	about	the	phases	of	

the	moon.	
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MIDDLE	SCHOOL	UPDATE	
EVENTS	

Natalie	Moreira	of	Grade	8,	Lucius	De	Almeida	and	Kabir	Gadre	of	Grade	9	 represented	
The	Gera	School	in	the	Online	Round	of	Behes	(an	inter-school	debate	competition)	hosted	
by	 the	 Sunbeam	 School	 in	 Varuna.	 Lucius	made	 our	 school	 proud	 by	 securing	 the	 3rd	
position	 for	 Best	 Speaker	 in	 the	 Lion’s	 (Seniors)	 Division	 in	 Round	 1	 out	 of	 30	
participating	 schools	 across	 the	 country.	 We	 heartily	 congratulate	 our	 students	 for	 an	
excellent	performance.	
Maths	(Middle	School	and	IGCSE)	
Challenge	of	the	Week-3	
The	 ‘Challenge	of	 the	Week’	 series	has	 received	a	 roaring	 response	across	Grades	6	–	9.	To	
keep	things	 interesting	and	challenging,	 the	difficulty	 level	of	 the	question	 increases	slightly	
every	week.	Also,	the	questions	are	posted	at	different	times	every	Monday,	so	that	students	
are	vigilant.	Responses	to	the	question	have	been	submitted	as	soon	as	two	minutes	after	the	
question	is	posted!	In	some	cases,	the	students	have	even	submitted	their	answers	at	the	same	
time.		
The	Challenge	of	the	Week	questions	for	Week	2	and	Week	3	are	given	below,	as	well	as	the	
winners	of	each	week:	
	
Week	2	(question	posted	at	10:10	AM	on	Monday,	17th	January	2022)	
	
Winners:	
	
Grade	9	–	Aman	Kamat	and	Lucius	de	Almeida	(both	at	10:12	AM)	
Grade	8	–	Keith	Alemao	(10:12	AM)	
Grade	7	–	Kaya	Kholkar	(10:12	AM)	
Grade	6	–	Alethea	Mascarenhas	(10:25	AM)	
Week	3	(question	posted	at	1:08	PM	on	Monday,	24th	January	2022)	
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Winners:	
Grade	9	–	Aman	Kamat	(1:10	PM)	
Grade	8	–	Anay	Pawar	(1:13	PM)	
Grade	7	–	Kaya	Kholkar	(1:12	PM)	
Grade	6	–	Marc	Souza	Vaz	(1:12	PM)	
	
Week	4	 (posted	 at	 9:15	 AM	 on	 31st	 January)	 of	 the	 Challenge	 of	 the	Week	 showed	 a	 very	
interesting	 turn	of	 events,	with	a	small	 twist	 in	 the	question	 (see	 if	 you	can	make	 it	out	 for	
yourselves).	We	also	saw	new	students	submitting	their	answers,	some	within	two	minutes	of	
receiving	the	question!		
	
	Winners	are:	
Grade	6:	Shannon	Fernandes	(9:22	AM)	
Grade	7:	Jadon	D’Souza	(9:32	AM)	
Grade	8:	Natalie	Morreira	(9:43	AM)	
Grade	9:	Lucius	de	Almeida	AND	Mantra	Tengase	(9:17	AM)	
	
Congratulations	to	the	winners	of	Week	4!	Well	done!	

We	changed	things	up	a	bit	 in	Week	5,	and	challenged	our	
students	 to	 solve	 a	 Sudoku	 puzzle.	 Sudoku	 has	 many	
benefits,	 including	 improving	 critical	 thinking	 and	
rationalizing	 skills.	 Since	 it	 was	 a	 first,	 and	 some	 of	 our	
students	 have	 never	 attempted	 solving	 a	 Sudoku	 before,	
this	 week’s	 deadline	 has	 been	 extended	 to	 the	 end	 of	 the	
week.	Look	out	for	the	winners	in	next	week’s	newsletter!	
	

MIDDLE	SCHOOL	UPDATE	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

	

I. HINDI		
Grade	6	
	Application	 of	 the	
knowledge	by	framing	
sentences	 using	
sammuchhaybodak	
shabd	 and	 presented	
the	 same	 to	 their	 peers.	
They	 undertook	 creative	 writing	
work	 wherein	 they	 wrote	 on	 the	
given	 topic	 and	 also	 described	 the	
picture.	 They	 built	 on	 their	 thinking	
and	 imaginary	 skills.	 They	 also	 built	
on	 their	 vocabulary	 by	



TGS	Newsletter	12th	February	2022	(Grade	3	–	Grade	9)	 Page	13	

understanding	 the	poem	 ‘Prakriti	 Sandesh’	with	new	words	 like	 --Prakriti,	 taral,	 tarang,	
mridul,	dhairya,	sheesh,	etc.	Through	this	poem	they	learnt	that	Nature	teaches	us	many	
things.	We	need	to	stand	like	a	mountain	and	face	the	challenges.	Mother	Earth	teaches	us	
to	keep	patience	in	our	life,	the	sky	teaches	us	to	spread	ourselves	and	be	successful.	One	
must	do	good	deeds	and	win	everyone’s	heart.	 Focus	was	on	 life	 skills	 such	as	 face	 the	
problem,	never	give	up,	need	to	be	strong	in	life,	etc.	

	
Grade	7		
Application	 of	 	 vakyanshon	 ke	 liye	 ek	 shabd	 in	 the	 sentences.	 They	 Learned'Chitra	
Varnan'.	They	discussed	the	picture	and	wrote	about	it.	Later,	they	solved	a	worksheet	on	
'Chitra	 varnan’.	 Students	 learnt	 'Muhavarein'(idioms)	 and	 framed	 sentences.	 They	
performed	 a	 role	 play	 in	 pairs	
on	 the	 	 	 given	 topic.	 Learners	
focused	on	life	skills-	respecting	
each	other,	each	one’s	views	and	
team	work.			

Grade	8		
They	 wrote-	 Nibandh	 on	 the	
topic	'Pradushan'	and	presented	
the	 same	 to	 their	 peers.	 They	
also	 learnt	 a	 poem	 ‘Buddhi	
Prithvi	 ka	 dukh’.	 They	 had	 a	
discussion	 about	 how	 people	
are	 spoiling	 our	 earth	 and	
Nature	 around	 them.	 They	
learnt	 vocabulary	 such	 as	
cheetkar,	 dhamas,	 sannata,	
maveshi,	 argh,	 samadhi	 etc.	
They	 had	 did	 a	 presentation	on	
the	topic:	 if	 there	were	no	trees	
and	no	mountains,	how	would	our	life	be?	To	save	our	nature,	what	actions	can	we	take?	
They	focused	on	the	important	skills	of	skills	Caring	for	Nature	and	the	planet.	

Grade	9	
Learners	had	done	the	Listening	activity	wherein	they	had	to	listen	to	the	audio	and	write	
the	 answer	 for	 the	 questions	 asked.	 They	 observed	 and	 read	 the	 poster	 and	 solved	 the	
worksheet	 based	 on	 the	 same	 .	 They	 focused	 on	 observation	 and	 listening	 skills.	 They	
learnt	the	chapter	‘Plastic	Kooda	Abhishap	nahi,Vardan	hai’.They	built	on	their	vocabulary	
such	as	abhishap,	vardan,	punarchkrit,	nirman,	sanrudha,	privartit,	prakriya,	aadhyatmik	
etc.	They	had	a	discussion	on	we	don’t	have	to	think	of	plastic	as	a	curse	but	how	we	can	
reuse	or	 recycle	plastic,	how	we	can	keep	our	 surroundings	 clean,	 importance	of	waste	
management,	etc.	They	learnt	that	we	should	not	wait	for	others	to	keep	our	earth	clean;	
if,	 individually,	we	do	our	bit,	then	the	earth	will	be	clean.	We	need	to	start	educating	or	
training	 our	 children	 from	 childhood	 to	 be	 responsible	 for	 cleanliness	 and	 not	 to	 litter.	
They	shared	their	ideas	on	segregating	garbage	and	working	on	cleanliness.	
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II. FRENCH	

The	 learners	of	Grade	6	have	 smartly	gained	 the	knowledge	about	healthy	eating	habits	
and	selecting	healthy	meals.	They	are	now	developing	their	listening	skills	in	French	and	
also	brushing	up	their	grammatical	skills.	
The	French	learners	of	Grade	7	commenced	a	new	
unit	 Bon	 Appetit,	 wherein	 they	 played	 the	 game,	
Under	 a	 minute.	 They	 were	 all	 given	 a	 word	 La	
Nourriture,	 Les	 boissons	 and	 they	 had	 to	 create	 a	
word	bank	related	to	that	word	under	60	seconds.		
Learners	 were	 also	 introduced	 to	 a	
new	verb	Boire	and	learnt	to	use	it	in	
context,	 while	 speaking	 and	 writing	
thereby	 enabling	 them	 to	 talk	 about	
different	items	that	they	drink.		
Integrating	 Science	 with	 French,	
learners	 are	 now	 working	 towards	
creating	a	surprise	sandwich	and	describing	its	ingredients	and	procedure	in	French.		
Grade	8	

Had	a	peer-	review	feedback	session	on	the	poster	that	they	had	created	where	they	gave	
each	 other	 positive	 and	 critical	 feedback	 in	 a	 healthy	 and	 conducive	 manner.	 Inspired	
from	the	villes	of	Montreal	et	Quebec,	learners	had	a	short	extempore	session	where	they	
spoke	about	their	own	town	and	city,	added	its	advantages	and	disadvantages.	Integrating	
Science	with	French,	learners	spoke	about	environmental	problems	of	today’s	world	and	
the	effects	of	globalization	on	the	planet.	They	also	had	a	short	discussion	on	how	they	can	
help	and	improve	the	situation,	one	baby	step	at	a	time.	

		

Grade	9		

Integrating	 ICT	with	 French,	 the	 French	
learners	 created	 a	 short	 video	
consolidating	 the	 results	 of	 the	 survey	
that	 they	 conducted	 last	 week.	 The	
learners	made	hypothesis	about	internet	
usage	 and	 analyses	 the	 reasons	 for	 the	
results	that	they	received.		
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Under	the	unit	Vous	faites	quelle	taille	?	learners	practised	the	different	clothes	that	they	
had	previously	learnt	and	added	new	words	to	their	vocabulary.	Learners	also	had	a	short	
dress-up	session	where	they	dressed	up	and	had	to	describe	their	peer’s	outfits.		
Starting	with	a	new	unit	on	Bon	appetit,	learners	played	Under	a	minute	where	they	had	to	
list	down	all	the	champs	lexicaux	of	the	given	words	such	as	La	nourriture,	les	boissons	etc.		

IV. MUSIC		
The	 students	 were	 taught	 to	 read	 notes	 (identifying	 the	
notes	 and	 their	 values)	 of	 the	 simple	 songs	 like	 ‘Twinkle,	
twinkle,	little	star’	and	‘Mary	had	a	little	lamb’.	

	

V. DRAMA	
Some	 of	 the	 children	 are	 now	
quite	 well	 versed	
with	 Drama	 and	
could	 give	 a	
reasonable	
explanation	of	the	
term,	 suspension	
of	 disbelief.	
Learning	 about	 it	 will	 surely	 make	 them	 better	 Actors.	 All	 the	 four	 Grades	 not	 just	
completed	 reading	 the	 two-act	 script	 of	 ‘Almost	 History	 –	 The	 Whole	 Space	 Time	
Continuum’,	but	also	had	animated	discussions	on	how	 to	adapt	 it	 to	 Indian	and	World	
History.	 Suggestions	 to	 add	 more	 humour,	 simplify	 the	 language	 and	 make	 it	 into	 a	
musical	were	also	discussed.	

	

III. PE	
Learners	 were	 engaged	 in	 Fun	 warm-up	
activities	 wherein	 indirectly	 they	 challenged	
their	 bilateral	 coordination	 abilities.	 Bilateral	
coordination	 is	 the	ability	 to	 use	 both	 sides	 of	
the	body	together	in	a	coordinated	way.	It	is	also	
known	 as	 bilateral	 integration.	 It	 is	
important	because	 so	 many	 movements	 and	
actions	require	the	use	of	both	sides	of	our	body	
in	order	to	perform	everyday	tasks	and	playing.	
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DANCE		
Students	of	 Grade	 6	&	 7	 continue	
to	 create	 and	 learn	 new	
choreography	 to	 the	 song	
Dynamite	 by	 Taio	 Cruz	 and	 have	
managed	 to	 overcome	 some	
bumps	 in	 the	 process	 that	 arose	 when	
students	 were	 hesitant	 to	 suggest	 various	 options	 for	
choreography	 out	 of	 either	 shyness	 or	 lack	 of	 dance	
vocabulary.	 Although	 still	 not	 quite	 complete,	 we	 are	
progressing	slowly	but	surely,	which	is	a	reassuring	sign.	

	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	

GRADE	6	
ART	
The	 students	 of	 Grade	 6	 explored	 creative	 portrait	
drawings	as	well	as	discovered	the	art	and	design	of	Greek	
pottery.	 They	 have	 created	 drawings	 of	 Greeks	 pottery	
filled	 with	 intricate	 designs	 relevant	 to	 these	 ancient	
artists.		

	
GEOGRAPHY	
After	 an	 eye-opening	walk	 through	 plate	 tectonics	 and	 continental	 drift,	 students	were	
even	more	amazed	at	how	it	shaped	India	we	are	so	proud	of	today.	Marking	India's	key	
landforms	on	 a	 blank	map	of	 India	was	 a	lot	 of	 fun	 and	was	 quite	 a	 challenge	 too	when	
done	online	and	gadgets	decide	to	have	a	laugh	at	your	cost.	All	in	all,	it	was	an	enjoyable	
experience.	
ICT	
Learners	of	Grade	6	were	able	 to	 increase	the	value	of	a	variable,	and	use	counter	 loops	
(‘for’	and	‘while’)	in	Python.	They	created	a	quiz	in	Python	with	a	score	to	emphasis	on	the	
same.	
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GP	
Learners	 already	 know	 about	 saving	 water,	 or	
reducing	 water	 usage	 at	 home.	 However,	 we	 learnt	
something	different	this	last	week,	as	we	commence	a	
new	 topic	 called	 “Water,	 Food	 and	 Agriculture”.	 The	
topic	 started	 with	 a	 new	 concept.	 Water	 footprints,	
which	 refer	 to	 all	 the	 water	 consumed,	 polluted	 or	
evaporated	 to	 create	 or	 produce	 any	 product.	
Learners	 will	 be	 making	 presentations	 in	 the	 next	
class	where	they	will	be	trying	to	prepare	a	meal	with	
a	 low	 water	 footprint.	 The	 last	 class	 was	 spent	
ensuring	learners	have	enough	success	criteria,	along	
with	an	exemplar	provided	to	help	 learners	come	up	
with	 their	 own	 presentations.	 We	 also	 learnt	 some	
interesting	facts,	like	it	takes	8000	litres	of	water	just	
to	make	one	pair	of	jeans.	

	
PHYSICS	

This	 term,	 learners	 are	 learning	
about	 Energy	 –	 the	 ability	 to	 do	
work.	 Learners	 discuss	 the	 various	
forms	of	energy	they	come	across	in	
everyday	 appliances	 at	 home	 and	
otherwise.	 It	was	 interesting	to	note	
how	 the	 students	 were	 able	 to	 give	
examples	 of	 dissipation	 of	 energy	 –	
the	 mixer	 makes	 a	 noise	 when	 it	
works,	 the	noise	 is	not	useful	 to	 the	
mixing,	this	is	‘wasted	energy’.		
	
CIRCLE	TIME	

Communication	 is	 a	 very	 important	 life	 skill	 that	 we	 focus	 on	 at	 TGS	 and	 when	 the	
communication	 is	 about	 something	 that	 the	 learners	 truly	 believe	 in,	 you	 can	 definitely	
see	 the	 difference.	 As	 the	 learners	 spoke	 about	 the	 women	 that	 inspire	 them,	 it	 was	
noticed	 how	 far	 they	 have	 come	 with	 their	 presentation	 skills.	 Besides	 the	 obvious	
improvement	 in	 the	 skills	 to	present,	what	 struck	me	was	how	passionately	 they	 spoke	
about	women	with	the	power	to	inspire.	The	boys	and	girls	were	equally	vocal	about	how	
unfair	it	was	that	women	weren’t	given	as	much	importance	and	how	they	would	be	that	
change.		
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MATH	

Learners	 know	 how	 to	 measure	 the	
time	-	12	–	hour	and	24	–	hour	clock	
system	 and	 know	 why	 we	 have	
different	 time	 zones.	 	 They	 can	
convert	the	12	–	hour	system	to	24	–	
hour	 system	 and	 vice	 –	 versa.	
Students	 calculated	 the	 duration	
between	the	start	and	end	time	of	an	
event,	 and	 they	 calculated	 the	 end	
time	 if	 the	 start	 and	 duration	 was	
given	in	the	numerical	statement.	For	example,	A	train	left	at	10	35	and	arrived	at	12	10.	
How	long	did	the	journey	take?	Learners	interpreted	the	timetables	and	calculated	the	
shortest	duration,	waiting	time	and	duration	of	the	journey.		

	
CHEMISTRY		

After	learning	about	neutralization,	learners	observed	this	reaction	occurring	when	an	
acid	and	an	alkali	were	allowed	to	react	on	a	filter	paper.		Being	able	to	identify	how	fast	
the	chemicals	travel	towards	each	other	also	gives	learners	a	chance	to	understand	the	
diffusion	 rate	 of	 each.	 	 This	 is	 important	 when	 producing	 products	 by	 reacting	
chemicals	on	a	large	scale.		Learners	also	checked	the	pH	of	soil	samples	of	two	different	
places	 in	 school	 and	 reasoned	 why	 one	 would	 be	 more	 acidic	 than	 the	 other.	 This	
knowledge	 can	 be	 used	 to	 understand	 how	 certain	 crops	 can	 be	 grown	 in	 certain	
regions	only.	
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BIOLOGY	
Having	 being	 acquainted	 with	 the	
basic	 features	 of	 a	 cell	 and	 also	
learning	 about	 a	 few	 special	 cells,	
this	fortnight,	learners	familiarized	
themselves	with	a	typical	plant	and	
animal	cell.		They	listed	differences	
and	 put	 the	 similarities	 in	 a	 Venn	
diagram	 to	 understand	 how	 these	
cells	 are	 similar	 and	 different	 based	 on	 their	 structure	 and	 function.	 	 Learners	 have	
been	asked	to	make	an	edible	cell	model,	pictures	will	follow	in	the	next	edition	of	the	
newsletter.	

 

ENGLISH	
We	have	all	read	or	watched	at	 least	one	adventure/fantasy	story	 in	our	 life	and	have	
always	found	it	exciting	and	exhilarating.	But	the	beauty	is	in	actually	participating	in	a	
treasure	hunt.	Grade	6	spent	some	time	creating	a	treasure	hunt	using	a	map	from	their	
coursebook.	They	chalked	out	directions	 to	 the	 treasure	and	even	had	 riddles	 for	 the	
clues.	This	culminated	in	a	beautiful	play	script	for	the	‘Treasure	Island’.	The	latter	half	
of	 the	 fortnight	was	 spent	 creating	 a	 leaflet	 about	 a	 Black	 Eagle	 and	 also	 convincing	
their	parents	about	keeping	an	unusual	pet	–	a	skunk	in	their	homes	using	persuasive	
speech!	
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HISTORY	
We	are	dealing	with	the	Renaissance	this	Term.	We	first	looked	at	Raphael’s	School	of	
Athens	 because	 it	 showcased	 very	 important	 personalities	 that	 changed	 the	 world,	
namely	Plato,	Socrates,	Aristotle,	Pythagoras,	Euclid,	Ptolemy	and	the	 like.	 It	was	very	
heartening	 to	 see	 that	 students	 did	 their	 pre-reading	 and	 shared	 their	 knowledge	 on	
these	people	during	the	class	discussions.	We	then	dived	into	the	fields	of	Renaissance	
Architecture,	 Technology	 and	 Explorations.	 We	 discussed	 why	 the	 technological	
innovations	of	the	time	changed	the	world	and	how	the	explorations	changed	the	geo-
political	 scene	 at	 the	 time.	 The	 students	 were	 very	 engaged	 in	 the	 discussions	 and	
showcased	a	sense	of	maturity	with	their	advanced	perspective	on	the	topics	discussed.	

	
GRADE	7		
ENGLISH	
The	first	thing	we	started	off	this	week	was	the	Group	
Discussion	formative	assessments.	Students	were	split	
into	groups	of	4	and	were	given	 topics	 in	advance	 so	
that	they	could	do	their	research.	They	then	discussed	
their	 pointers	 with	 each	 other,	 thereby	 leading	 to	
interesting	 dialogues	 on	 the	 topics.	 It	 was	 very	
heartening	to	see	the	otherwise	shy	students	come	to	the	fore	and	speak	up.	The	entire	
class	lauded	their	efforts!	
We	have	now	launched	what	we	are	calling	the	Formal	Writing	Bootcamp!	In	this	Unit,	
we	will	look	at	various	styles	of	formal	writing.	Such	a	unit	helps	students	to	hone	their	
writing	skills	and	their	vocabulary	–	something	they	are	ultimately	tested	on	in	detail	at	
the	IGCSE	level.	So	far,	we	have	delved	into	descriptive	writing	and	discursive	writing.			
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	HISTORY		
For	 this	 Term	 we	
are	diving	into	the	
topic	 of	 Slavery.	
We	 looked	 at	 the	
working	condition	
of	slaves	and	tried	
to	imagine	life	as	a	
slave	 working	 on	
a	 plantation.	 We	
also	 worked	 on	
the	 basics	 of	
Formative	
Assessment	 2	
which	 is	 a	 Ted	
Talk	that	has	to	be	
watched	 (which	we	 already	 did	 in	 class)	 and	 student	 have	 to	 fill	 out	 a	worksheet	with	 a	
graphic	organizer,	that	has	a	few	questions	(This	was	also	discussed	in	class).	The	students	
felt	a	lot	of	empathy	and	were	moved	on	watching	the	video.	Many	of	them	expressed	grief	
and	pain.	This	showcases	emotional	sensibilities	in	young	children,	which	is	a	good	thing	for	
them	to	be	in	touch	with.	

	
MATH	
Learners	 are	 currently	 learning	 about	 the	 concepts	 of	
Percentages	 –	 percentage	 Increase,	 decrease,	 and	
overall	percentage	change.	Though	students	had	a	bit	of	
a	 challenge	understanding	how	prices	 can	 increase	by	
percentages	 like	 130%	 (higher	 than	 a	 hundred),	 a	
closer	look	at	current	electricity	bills,	and	comparisons	
to	 those	 of	 the	 90’s	 should	 bring	 about	 more	
understanding.		
The	students	have	a	big	project	on	Percentages	coming	up.	Do	look	out	for	the	update	in	
the	next	Newsletter!	
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BIOLOGY	
Having	 studied	 about	 one	
important	 body	 system	
(respiratory	 system),	 this	
fortnight,	 learners	 were	
introduced	 to	 another	 systems	 –	
probably	 one	 of	 the	 most	
important	 systems	 –	 the	
circulatory	 system.	 	 Learners	
were	 familiarized	 with	 the	
chambers	 of	 the	 heart	 	 and	 also	
the	function	of	the	system	as	that	of	being	a	transport	channel.	 	They	were	engaged	in	a	
simulation	of	 the	heartbeat	of	a	patient,	compared	this	 to	a	normal	heartbeat	and	 learnt	
how	a	doctor	gives	a	diagnosis	of	the	patient’s	health.			

	
CHEMISTRY	
This	 fortnight,	 learners	 caused	 a	metal	 to	 react	with	 oxygen,	 and	 observed	 the	 reaction	
and	the	product	formed.		The	perfect	metal	to	display	this	type	of	reaction	is	magnesium.		
After	observing	the	burning	of	magnesium	ribbon	with	a	bright	flame	and	the	production	
of	 magnesium	 oxide,	 learners	 then	 extended	 this	 knowledge	 to	 how	 iron	 reacts	 with	
oxygen	to	produce	rust	but	a	flame	is	not	seen	during	this	reaction.		This	knowledge	will	
help	learners	understand	the	different	types	of	reactions	in	the	coming	years.			

	

	

	
PHYSICS	
	Leaners	 drawn	 the	 magnetic	 field	 lines	 and	 understood	 its	 properties.	 Students	 learnt	
how	to	increase	the	strength	of	an	electromagnet,	and	they	know	how	to	measure	the	flow	
of	 charge	 in	 a	 circuit.	 An	 instrument	 named	 ‘ammeter’	 was	 introduced	 to	 learners.	
Students	 understood	 electromagnets	 are	 having	 the	 similar	 properties	 of	 a	 bar	magnet	
and	possess	the	same	magnetic	field	lines.	
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GEOGRAPHY	
So	much	hard	labour,	time	and	money	to	bring	that	first	cup	of	refreshing	tea	or	coffee	to	
our	tables?		
That	exactly	what	 the	students	asked	themselves	as	we	watch	a	documentary	on	Assam	
Tea	Plantation.	It	also	made	us	all	realise	and	appreciate	the	enormousness	of	plantation	
farms	and	efforts	of	plantation	farmers	in	their	entirety.	
	

GLOBAL	PERSPECTIVES	
“Success	 is	 where	 preparation	 and	
opportunity	meet.”	~	Bobby	Unser	
Is	 it	 right	 to	 deny	 anyone	 that	
opportunity	 to	 succeed?	 Each	
student	 passionately	 defended	 and	
pleaded	one	such	case	of	denied	or	
restricted	 opportunity	 as	 a	
representative	 of	 one	 form	 of	
discrimination	of	their	choice	in	the	
field	of	sports	of	recreation	of	their	
choice.		
Their	speeches	were	 judged	by	Ms.	
Aditi	Silveira	and	the	winners	were	Juvel	in	1st	place	with	Prem,	Zara	&	Reva	in	a	tie	for	2nd	
place	closely	followed	by	Sia	in	3rd	place.	
Voting	for	‘Best	Speaker’	Audience	Choice	is	still	open.	

Here’s	a	glimpse	of	some	of	our	passionate	young	activists	at	work.		

	
ICT	
Learners	of	Grade	7	were	able	 to	print,	edit	and	delete	 list	elements.	They	also	 learnt	to	
recognize,	avoid	and	fix	bound	errors.		

	
ART	
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The	 students	 of	 Grade	 7	 have	 been	 busy	
exploring	 pattern,	 colour	 and	 visual	
arrangement.	 This	 is	 evident	 in	 their	 creation	
of	 concentric	 circle	 art,	 along	 the	 lines	 of	 the	
artist	Wassily	Kandinsky.	

	
CIRCLE	TIME		
Presentation	 skills	 are	 a	
good	 skill	 to	 possess	 but	
when	 feedback	 is	 given	 and	
worked	 upon,	 magic	
happens.	 As	 each	 learner	
presented	 their	 views	 on	
who	the	women	who	inspired	them	were,	their	peers	gave	them	some	very	good	feedback.	
As	 the	 learners	 made	 their	 presentations,	 the	 conviction	 with	 which	 they	 spoke	 was	
exemplary.	

	
GRADE	8		
English	

We	 looked	 at	 various	 advertisements	 and	
analysed	them	in	terms	of	what	makes	the	ad	
a	good	ad.	Students	had	to	choose	at	least	2	
ads	 to	 showcase.	They	had	a	 lot	of	 fun	with	
this	activity	and	their	creative	and	analytical	
reasoning	 skills	 really	 came	 to	 the	 fore	
during	this	exercise.	A	formative	assessment	
in	 the	 form	 of	 a	 group	 discussion	 was	 also	
held	on	the	same.	We	also	 looked	at	how	to	
write	a	book	review	and	students	attempted	
one	as	well.	
We	 have	 now	 launched	what	we	 are	 calling	
the	Formal	Writing	Bootcamp!	In	this	Unit,	we	will	look	at	various	styles	of	formal	writing.	
Such	a	unit	helps	students	 to	hone	their	writing	skills	and	their	vocabulary	–	something	
they	 are	 ultimately	 tested	 on	 in	 detail	 at	 the	 IGCSE	 level.	 So	 far,	 we	 have	 delved	 into	
descriptive	writing	and	discursive	writing.		

	
Math	
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Learners	are	learning	about	the	basics	of	Probability,	and	combined	events.	To	understand	
the	 relevance	 of	 probability,	 we	 had	 a	 game.	 Learners	 were	 asked	 to	 choose	 any	 four	
numbers	between	1	and	12.	The	teacher	then	rolled	two	dice	(online)	and	noted	the	sum	
of	 the	numbers	appearing	on	 the	dice.	 If	 the	 sum	matched	 the	numbers	 in	 the	 learners’	
sheets,	 that	number	was	 crossed	off.	 Learners	noticed	 that	 the	 sum	of	7	appeared	most	
while	rolling	the	dice.	Further	enquiry	led	learners	to	understand	that	choosing	numbers	
with	 the	 highest	 chance	 of	 appearing	 on	 the	 sum	of	 the	 two	 dice	would	 increase	 their	
chances	of	winning	the	game.	A	fruitful	activity	for	a	class	as	competitive	as	this	one!	

	
History	
Grade	 8	 spent	 time	 during	
these	 weeks	 learning	 about	
India	and	her	relationship	with	
Britain.	 A	 lot	 of	 us	 will	 only	
recall	 the	 colonization	 of	 India	
and	 the	 struggle	 for	
independence.	 But	 very	 few	 of	
us	 know	 about	 the	 influence	
the	 west	 has	 had	 on	 our	
culture.	 From	 the	 clothes	 we	
wear	to	the	food	we	eat,	we	are	
all	 influenced	 by	 the	 occidental	 world.	 The	 students	were	 asked	 to	 pick	 their	 favourite	
clothing	item	and	they	all	picked	something	that	is	western	in	nature,	which	only	goes	to	
show	how	globalized	we	are	in	our	dressing	sense	and	way	of	life.	

	
Chemistry	
Just	 two	salts	 in	 a	 series	 of	 experiments	 to	 obtain	
salts	 by	 reacting	metals	 and	 acids.	 	 This	 fortnight,	
learners	observed	how	two	salts	(zinc	sulphate	and	
copper	 sulphate)	 were	 produced	 when	 a	 metal	
reacts	 with	 an	 acid.	 	 Identifying	 which	 salts	 are	
produced	 from	 metals	 and	 metal	 oxides	 reacting	
with	acids	helps	learners	to	then	think	about	large	scale	production	of	these	(e.g.,	copper	
sulphate	is	used	in	the	textile	industry).	

	
Biology	
So,	 we	 know	 how	
characteristics	 are	
passed	 down	
generations	 or	 are	
sometimes	 adapted	
into	 the	 organism	
during	their	lifetime	
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but	who	came	up	with	all	these	ideas?		Charles	Darwin,	the	father	of	evolution,	in	his	book	
‘Origin	of	Species',	explains	his	findings	during	his	voyages	and	how	these	adaptations	got	
passed	 on,	 if	 they	 were	 favourable	 for	 survival.	 	 Understanding	 how	 the	 theory	 was	
proposed	and	how	it	is	relevant	to	explaining	how	certain	species	have	now	gone	extinct,	
learners	can	use	this	knowledge	to	inferring	if	humans	would	evolve	into	another	species	
in	a	few	million	years.	

	
Physics	
Learners	
understood	
the	 modes	
of	 heat	
transfer;	
from	 that	
note	 they		
found	 the	
reason	 why	
the	 spoon	 gets	 hot	 when	 it	 placed	 in	 a	 coffee	 cup.	 Students	 described	 the	 molecular	
behaviour	 of	 a	 hot	 body,	 which	 helps	 them	 to	 distinguish	 between	 conductor	 and	
insulator.	Learners	learnt	why	an	eagle	does	not	have	to	flap	its	wings	to	stay	up	in	the	air.	
Convection	current	was	introduced	to	them	and	its	applications.	

	
CT	
The	learners	of	Grade	8	missed	out	
on	 their	 classes	 due	 to	 events	 and	
unforeseen	 circumstances	 but	 they	
were	 still	 wrapped	 up	 in	
conversation	 about	 the	 inequality	
meted	 out	 to	 women	 in	 various	
areas.	 They	 are	 now	 busy	 creating	
their	presentations	on	inspirational	
women.	

	
	
Geography	
As	we	navigated	our	way	through	weather	related	disasters	 into	those	of	seismic	origin,	
students	 were	 wide-eyed	 as	 we	 went	 about	 making	 connections	 between	 plate	
movements,	 volcanic	 eruptions	 and	 earthquakes.	 It	 was	 evident	 that	 unseen	 can	 be	 as	
damaging	as	the	seen	and	needs	equal	amount	of	monitoring,	if	not	more.		

	
Art	
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The	students	of	Grade	8	have	understood	how	one	small	shape	can	create	a	larger	picture	
when	 repeated	 and	 arranged	 visually	 in	 a	 particular	 sequence.	 This	 art	 activity	 was	 a	
challenging	one	yet	enjoyable.  

GP		
While	 we	 enjoyed	 our	 trip	 through	 cultures	 and	
traditions	 around	 the	 globe	 over	 the	 past	 few	weeks,	
we	 couldn’t	wrap	up	our	 discussions	without	 turning	
our	attention	towards	the	dying	indigenous	tribes	and	
their	cultures.	Our	students	took	up	the	responsibility	
of	 speaking	 some	 such	 tribes	 before	 a	 mock	 UN	
assembly	 (their	 classmates)	 as	 their	 representatives.	
Their	 speeches	were	 judged	 by	Ms.	 Aditi	 Silviera	 and	
Mrs.	Deidre	Gokhale.	The	proud	winners	were	Natalie	
in	 1st	 place,	 with	 Keith	 in	 2nd	 place	 closely	

followed	by	Eva	in	3rd	place.	Voting	for	audience	choice	‘Best	Speaker’	is	still	on.		

	

HISTORY	

Political	 cartoons	 and	 images	 are	 an	 interesting	 way	 to	 inform	 people	
about	 what	 is	 happening	 in	 the	 world	 around	 them.	 They	 are	 visual,	
colourful	 and	 satirical.	 They	 criticize	 or	 approve	 of	
social	 policies.	 They	 inform	 the	 government	 of	 how	
people	 feel	 about	 the	 policies	 and	 inadvertently	
communicate	 the	 message	 the	 masses	 want	 to	 send	
across	 to	 them.	Grade	 9	were	 exposed	 to	 such	 images	
that	 highlight	 important	 issues	 that	 took	 place	 in	 the	
last	few	years	–	Goa’s	dance	of	democracy,	rise	of	petrol	
prices,	CAA,	Farmer’s	laws,	Central	Vista	Project	and	the	
likes.	 They	 analyzed	 and	 commented	 on	 the	 most	
popular	 polices	 the	 government	 had	 made	 using	 only		
images	to	guide	them.		

ICT	
Grade	 8	 learners	 were	 able	 to	 understand	 and	 use	 arithmetic,	 logical	 and	 Boolean	
operators	 in	 their	 codes.	 They	 further	worked	 on	 codes	 to	 display	 a	 series	 of	 numbers	
using	the	‘while’	loop	(counting	up	and	down).	
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GRADE	9	
ENGLISH		
Students	 of	 Grade	 9	 went	
through	 a	 passage	 taken	
from	Roald	Dahl’s	‘Boy’	and	
used	 literary	 devices	 and	
language	 to	 explain	 how	
the	writer	creates	a	 feeling	
of	 drama,	 tension	 and	
conflict	at	the	same	time	as	
comedy.	 Grade	 9	 had	 been	
working	 with	 a	 lot	 of	
content	 to	 explain	 how	
language,	 if	 used	 for	 a	
particular	 purpose,	 can	
have	a	specific	effect	on	the	
reader.	 Language,	 in	
essence,	can	be	used	to	stir	
up	 emotions	 in	 readers	
based	 on	 what	 the	 writer	
wants	you	 to	 feel	while	 reading	 through	a	 text.	Another	 skill	 that	we	are	unconsciously	
exposed	 to,	 in	 our	 daily	 life	 is	 persuasive	 language.	 Be	 it	 a	 trailer	 in	 a	 movie	 or	 an	
advertisement	in	the	paper	or	even	the	conversation	between	a	child	and	a	mother	about	
adopting	 a	 pet.	 We	 all	 use	 emotions	 to	 sway	 the	 opposite	 person	 in	 a	 manner	 that	
convinces	them	of	the	need	for	certain	things.	

	
ECONOMICS		

Learners	 dealt	 with	 the	 concepts	 associated	 with	 the	 Mixed	 economic	 system	 -	 Its	
features,	merits	 and	 demerits.	 They	 also	 examined	 the	 features	 of	 the	 Indian	 Economy	
which	 makes	 it	 a	 mixed	 economy,	 the	 different	 methods	 of	 government	 intervention	 -	
taxes	and	subsidies,	regulations,	environmental	policies	etc.	
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BUSINESS	STUDIES	
A	 fair	 amount	 of	 time	was	 allotted	 to	 research	 about	 how	 an	 effective	market	 research	
could	be	 carried	out.	The	different	 types	of	market	 research,	methods	of	data	 collection	
and	 analysis	 etc.	 were	 examined	 in	 detail.	 Learners	 presented	 seminars	 on	 topics	 like	
focus	 groups,	 observation,	 test	 market,	 consumer	 surveys,	 online	 surveys	 and	 data	
analysis.	The	first	P,	Product	of	marketing	mix	was	discussed	in	detail.	Learners	undertook	
case	studies	on	product	development	of	Nike	and	package	redesign	failure	of	Tropicana.	

	
MATHEMATICS	
Learners	 are	 going	
more	 in	 depth	 with	
their	 studies	 on	
combined	 events.	
These	 are	 the	 basics	
of	 permutations	 and	
combinations	that	will	
be	 required	 in	 higher	
grades,	 and	 also	
prepares	them	for	 life	
beyond	the	classroom,	
when	 they	 have	 to	
consider	all	outcomes	of	any	given	decision	they	make!		
Currently,	 learners	are	 learning	how	to	depict	all	possible	outcomes	of	a	combination	of	
events	by	drawing	tree	diagrams.	Pictorial	depictions	are	always	easier	on	the	eyes	than	
numbers	and	fractions,	so	tree	diagrams	are	well	–	liked	by	all	our	learners.	
	
CHEMISTRY	

Learners	 dug	 a	 little	
deeper	 into	
Quantitative	
Chemistry	 and	 were	
introduced	 to	
concepts	 like	 moles,	
mass,	 relative	
molecular	 formula	
and	 Avogadros	 number.	 	 Knowing	 the	 molecular	
mass	 and	 number	 of	 moles	 helps	 learners	
understand	 how	 these	 amounts	 can	 be	 used	 to	
calculate	large	scale	production	of	chemicals.			
	

BIOLOGY	
The	unit	‘Pathogens	and	immunity’	was	completed	this	fortnight.		Learners	discussed	how	
some	diseases	are	transmitted	via	contact	while	some	aren’t.		They	were	familiarized	with	
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how	we	are	 sometimes	born	 immune	 to	 certain	diseases	but	with	some	others,	we	gain	
immunity	during	our	lifespan.		A	discussion	on	the	COVID	vaccine	and	its	effectiveness	got	
learners	to	think	how	only	immunization	is	not	the	answer	to	ending	this	pandemic.		After	
completing	this	unit,	we	started	the	unit	‘Respiration	and	gas	exchange’.	

	
COMPUTER	STUDIES	
Grade	9	 learners	were	able	 to	explain	 the	need	 to	 create	a	maintainable	program.	They	
used	arrays	 (1-D,	2-D)	along	with	 some	 file	handling	 concepts,	 and	 solved	several	 exam	
style	questions	on	them.	
	PHYSICS	
Learners	
found	 out	 the	
nature	 of	 the	
images	 if	 the	
object	 are	
placed	 in	
different	
positions	 and	
calculated	 the	
magnification	by	using	the	distance	between	image	and	lens	and	object	and	lens.	Leaners	
identified	the	lens	which	rectify	an	eye	defect.	Electromagnetic	radiation	was	introduced	
to	them,	and	they	understand	properties	of	EM	waves	and	its	classification	based	on	the	
wavelength.			

	
GLOBAL	PERSPECTIVES	
Grade	9	has	been	working	on	their	individual	reports	
and	we	 have	 also	 been	 conducting	Vivas	 on	 projects	
that	 they	have	been	conducting	with	 the	aim	 to	help	
people	 solve	 a	 relevant	 issue.	 Team	MEAL	 has	 been	
helping	 people	 making	 a	 flyer,	 which	 has	 an	
informative	 comic	 strip,	 as	 well	 information	 about	
nutrition	 and	 diets.	 Team	 Vikings	 have	 been	
informing	young	learners	of	Grades	5	about	how	they	
can	 save	 water	 and	 food.	 Their	 research	 on	 the	 topic	 was	 much	 appreciated,	 and	 the	
learners	have	also	received	a	lot	of	positive	feedback,	as	they	have	incorporated	feedback	
collection	into	their	work	process	as	well.	

	
Here	we	end	this	Newsletter.	Be	back	very	soon!	
Regards,	
The	Gera	School 


